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INSTRUCTIONS TO EXAMINING SURGEONS. 



Department of the Interior, 

January 1, 1882. 

The duty of an examining surgeon is to examine applicants for (orig- 
inal) pension, applicants for increase of pension, applicants for restora- 
tion or renewal of pension, applicants claiming as invalid dependent 
fathers, and such pensioners as the Commissioner may from time to time 
4irect to be examined for the purpose of determining the rating to 
which their disability entitles them. 

Since the Repeal of the law which required the biennial examination 
of pensioners the surgeon, can make no examination without the Com- 
missioner's order. ^ 

In making the report of an examination to this office the surgeon 
will use the blank appropriated to each class of claimants, as follows : 

Form No. 1, to he used in certifying the examination of an original ap- 
plicant. 

ORIGINAL. 

Number . 



Name of claimant . Examining-Surgeon's address 

Rank . Post-office . 

Company . County . 

Regiment . State . 

State . Date of examination , 18^. 

hereby certify that have carefully examined this applicant, 



who claims that while in the service of the United States, at or near 

a place named , and while in line of duty, on or about the Cause of disa- 

day of , 18—, he incurred — , and that in consequence ^jj^*jf *"*^ ^^'^ '^®' 

thereof he is disabled for earning his subsistence by manual 

labor. 

He states that he is years of age, that he weighs pounds, Particular de- 

and that he is feet inches in height. scHption. 

His i)ulse-rate per minute is , his respiration , and his 

+^. ,^.v„«4««« * Give the ration- 
temperature . ^1 ^j^^ physical 

The examination reveals the following facts : si gns so fully 

" ^that how and why 

and how much the 

claimant is disa- 

bled shall clearly 

appear. When 

th€ 



lere are neith- 
er structural 
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Examining Surgeon. 



Form No. 3, to be used in certifying the examination of an applicant for 

restoration or renewal of pension. 

KESTORATIOX OR RENEWAL. 

Number . 

Name of claimant . Examiniog-Surgeon's address . 

Rank . Post-office . 

Company . County . 

Regiment . State . 

State . Date of examination , 188-. 

hereby certify that have carefully examined the above- 
named applicant, who states that he was formerly pensioned at dis- 
ability on^account of , and that he is still disabled thereby ability^ ° ** 

to the exteot that he is disabled for earning his subsistence by T>*^fi:ree of die- 
manual labor. *™*y- 

He gives his ago as years, his height as feet 

inches, and his weight pounds. 

His pulse-rate per minute is , his respiration , and his 

temperature . 

Examination reveals the following conditions : 

Give a full atate- 

raeut of the phys- 

ical and rational 

signs, and certify 
whether the dis- 
abiUty has, ac- 
cording to the 
claimant's state- 
Fro m th,e history of the case and the existing physical and rational ment, been con- 
signs, the claimant still suffers from the disability for which he was sa^e"|eiree* ot 

origiuallv pensioned, and in my judgment he is entitled to restoration has fluctuated in 

' I , ,. degree, 

or renewal at a rating. * 



y 
Examining Surgeon. 

PoRM 'No. 4, to he used in certifying the examination in the case of a de 
pendent father. This form is issued only icith the order in each respective 
case. 

Sargeon'^s certificate of examination in case of dependent relative. Here present a 

•^ -^ *^ '^ ^ full and explicit 

Claim No. . statement as to 

^ the nature of the 

^T A TV ' Pat- VT V • disability and the 

►3iAij^. , v^uujsii . , particular man- 

PosT-OffiCE : , 187 . uer an^ degreeln 

' which It has in- 

I hereby certify that I have carefully examined , who terfered with his 

claims pension as the dependent of , who is alleged sistence from 

to have died , and in my opinion (based on such examination and ^'^v ^*.*'*^ ^^® son's 

a personal acquaintance with him for years) the said death to the pros- 
is and has been physically iDcai)acitated for the support of himself and J° g *occup£ion 

family : the nature, dejjree, and duration of his disability being as fol-a»tl approximate 
•^ * ? o ? JO j^jjy If the facts 

lows: are not within 

your personal 

— kuowlcdgeplease 

to 80 state, and 

- jrive your best 

jud^nieut as to 

_ — tlie probable du- 

ration and extent 

of the disability. 



The salient poiots to be kept in view during these examinations are 
as follows : 

1. What disability, if any, actually exists '^. 

2. If a disability exists, in what degree does it disable the applicant 
from subsisting by manual labor f 

3. What are the reasonable probabilities of the disability having re- 
sulted from service in the military or naval service of the United States, 
judging from the history given ? 

The surgeon must not understand from this that it is his duty to de- 
termine the whole question of origin of the disability, but that when it is 
clear from the nature and degree of the disability it could not have orig- 
inated in the service, he should not fail to certify that opinion. 

4. How far do the habits of the applicant seem to affect his disability, 
both as regards its origin and continuance ? 

5. What is the probable duration of the disability ? 

6. The claimant's statements and hospital experience are not wanted 
in the certificate, but a description of the disability only, which should 
be full, precise, and clearly stated. 

It should be understood that the office is already in possession of the 
claimant's declaration, in which he sets forth the hospitals in which he 
was treated, &c., and that to repeat his statement in the certificate cannot 
be of any service. 

In all these inquiries it will be necessary to receive the applicant's 
statements with patience and due allowance; yet justice requires that 
no rate of jpension shall be recommended on any mere statement of phys- 
ical disqualification, unsustained by the existence of such structural 
changes or pathological conditions as are known to accompany the par- 
ticular form of injury or disease coihplained of. 

As a guide in determining and certifying the degree of disability, the 
following rules are prescribed : 

1st. All claimants so disabled as *^ to require the regular presence, aid 
and attendance of another person" are entitled to a first-gra.de 
rating, 

2d. All who are so disabled as to be unfitted for " the performance of 
any manual labor'' are entitled to a ^cond-grade rating. 

3d. All who suffer a disabilit}^ *^ equivalent" to the loss of a hand or a 
foot are entitled to third- grade rating. 

4th. The law specifying the following disabilities, and providing a 
specific rating in each case, leaving nothing at the discretion of the Com* 
missioner, the surgeon needs only to certify the fact in each respective 
case. * The loss of a hand or a foot, the loss of both hands, the loss of 
both feet, the loss of the sight of both eyes, the loss of the sight of one 
eye, the sight of the other having been previously lost, the loss of an 
arm at or above the elbow, the loss of a leg at or above the knee, the 
loss of a leg by amputation at the hip joint, and the loss of the hearing 
of both ears, so that the subject of it is compelled to the use of some 
artificial aid in hearing. 




Tstli. The lo3S of a hau<l and a foot is also a spetifie cliaabilityj bnt the 

few provides the Baine rate for a claimant " totally and permanently 

disabled in both;" so that when auapplicant is totally and permanently 

disabled in both a hand and a foot, it will be necessary not only to 

certify to the fact, bnt to explain why it is he is so disabled. 

^H 6th. Wbenadisabilitj'isnotsnfBciMitlygreat t-ofalliutotheoneorthe 

^■Kherof the three grades, it will be estimated by the following rules: 

^^b it be anchylosis of an elbow-joint, or, in the opinion of the snrgeon, 

^^qaal or equivalent to the disability resulting from anchylosis of an elbow, 

it will be rated as " total ," and all the lesser degrees of disability will be 

ratfid (as one-eighth, one-fourth, three-eighths, one-half, &c., to "total") 

^^f comparison mth that resulting from anchylosis of an elbow. That is 

^B» say, anchylosis of the elbow is takeu as the type of a " total" (not 

^Bittr«) disability', and is therefore the nnit of comparison and division 

^Ki rating all the smaller disabilities. 

7th. When, in the opinion of the snrgeon, a disabiUty is greater than 
tliat caused by anchylosis of an elbow, but not so great as that result- 
ing from the loss of a hand or of a foot, the disability resulting from 
I&te loss of a hand or of a foot is taken aa the basis of comparison, and 
■B tte disability from the loss of a hand or a foot is known as a third- 
grade disability, all ratings must be expressed by division of that grade. 
- Thus a disability (greater than "total" as explained above) would be 
stated as "one-half of third grade,"'" two-thirds of third grade," and«o 
OH as the facts in each ce^c determine. 

Thus in estimating disabilities which are minor in degree entitling the 
Buhjects of them to less than a third-grade rating there are two classes. 
All those which, by comparison with the disability resulting from anchy- 
losis of the elbow, are thought to canse a degree of disability as great 
as that produced by anchylosis of an elbow, and all lesser degrees of dis- 
ability, are to be determined by such comparisou (iiid rated as "total," 
OP some proportion tliereof ; and all those which are thought U> eaiise 
greater disability than that produced by anchylosis of the elbow, bnt 
less than that caused by the loss of a hand or foot are \a be estimated 
by comparison with the disability produced ^c the loss of a hand or a 
foot, and rated by fractional division of the ^PS grade. That is to say, 
in the first class "total" is the unit of division, and in the second elass 
the thii'd grade is the unit of division. 

8th. The third is the only one of the gra<le ratings .snlijwt lo frac- 
tional division. 
tfith. The lowest degree of disability recognized iis pensionable is one- 
ghtb. 
lOtli. The loss of the sight of an eye is one-half disability ; the loss of 
Bd index finger or great toe is three- eigli th s ; of a thumb, one-half; of 
a finger or one of the smaller twes, each, one-fourth. Yet these ratings 
are not absolute, for a tender cicatrix would increase Ihem, Single her, 
K Dia, uncomplicated, one-half; double hernia, throe-fourlhs; but may be 
Hrateil higher in proi»ortion to the disability i>roduced. 
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The results of operations in the carpus or metacarpus, tarsus or meta- 
tarsus, will be estimated in accordance with the utility of the remaining 
structures for purposes of manual labor. No general rule can be laid 
down. Syme's and analogous operations, if perfectly successful, should 
not, necessarily, leave a limb sufficiently disabled to bring it within the 
rating of disability prescribed by the acts of June 6, 1866, and June 8, 
18^2, while an unsuccessful attempt may have left it fully as great a 
disability as would an amputation in the leg. The question of deformity 
must be considered from two points of view; an injury resulting in much 
deformity will generally disable by reason of structural change, and de- 
formity may be in itself a bar to obtaining opportunity for subsistence 
by manual labor at the customary price of said labor. 

11th. The degrees of deafness will be rated a« follows: Total deafness 
or deafness approaching total, affecting but one ear, is rated at .(yne- 
eighth. Slight deafness of both ears or severe deafness of one and slight 
deafness of the other ear is rated at one-quarter. Severe deafness of 
both ears or total deafness of one and severe deafness of the other ear 
is rated at one-half, or if the deafness approach absolutely total deafness 
^t three-quarters. 

It will be necessary therefore in certifying all cases of deafness to 
certify the condition of each ear as to the degree of impairment of hear- 
ing. When the deafness is total, compelling the use of an " ear-trumpet '^ 
or other artificial aid, that fact must be certified. 

The Commissioner desires to impress upon the examining surgeons the 
necessity for careful, deliberate, and thorough examinations, and the 

examination ma^^ be wholly sufficient and satisfactory, and the certifi- 
cate wholly insufficient and unsatisfactory. 

It is not their province, as many of the surgeons seem to believe, to 
adjudicate pension claims. It is their duty to furnish to the Commissioner 
such facts touching the physical condition of each claimant examined 
for that purpose, as will enable him to properly and justly adjudicate 
the claim. But it is obvious that whether that be done or not will de- 
pend not alone upon the^^-racter of the examination, but upon the 
character of the-certifica^^Feach case. First, it is.essential that the 
examination be thorough ; and, second, that the certificate set forth all 
the facts developed. It is not enough that the surgeon shall satisfy him- 
self of the existence and the degree of the disability. He should in 
every case furnish to this office such a clear statement of the facts de- 
veloped by examination as will aftbrd the basis for an intelligent and 
just opinion. The relation of an examining surgeon to this office is, 
properly, Ihat of a witness, whose duty it is to state that which he 
knows or has learned of a case in such a way as to afford to the Com- 
missioner the data for an intelligent and just judgment upon all facts 
touching the physical condition of the claimant; and the Commissioner 
hopes that every surgeon will endeavor to certify his examinations upon 
this basis. 
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That delay and confusion may be avoided, attention is asked to the 
following details, the observance of which it should be understood is 
imperative: 

1st. All certificates must be promptly forwarded. 

2d. They must be forwarded direct to the Commissioner, and in every 
case the postage prepaid by the use of the departmental postage-stamps, 
which stamps or ^^ penalty" envelopes will always be supplied to a sur- 
geon in proper quantity, upon his requisition of the quantity necessary 
to cover matter mailed to the Commissioner. The use of the ordinary 
commei'cial postage-stamps upon official matter will entail the loss of 
their value upon the surgeon using them. 

3d. When two or more causes of disability are alleged, as set forth in 
the surgeon's order of examination, each must be described and sepa- 
rately rated. 

This rule is imperative for the reason that the claimant may not be 
able to show that all were incurred in service and line of duty, and 
therefore is pensionable only for that one (or moj* e) which he can sus- 
tain by legal evidence. 

When a disability is found which is not named in the order, but which 
the ai)plicant claims was incurred in service, the surgeon should de- 
scribe it very carefully, and separately rate the disability caused by it. 

4th. Inasmuch as to return a certificate to a surgeon for correction of 
some error, or for completion, involves a loss of time, imposes additional 
clerical labor, and in some cases delays the adjustment of the claim of 
the api)licant, the greatest pains should be taken to see that all certifi- 
cates are complete and correct before they are mailed. The follo\\iug 
are errors usually fallen into: 

Number of claim not given. 

Certificates not signed or dated. 

Disabilities not rated separately. 

Disabilities not rated at all. 

Description of wound or disease iusufficient for purposes of evidence. 

The blanks not filled and indorsed. 

Certificates should be signed at the place indicated in the blanks, then 
folded in four equal folds, and the in|p:sedffents filled in. 

The blank space at top of certificate is for the surgeon's address, not 
the claimant's. The date should accompany the address. 

As certificates become a part of public records, the importance of using 
good, durable, black ink is obvious. 

All certificates should be transmitted the day after the examination 
is made, and mailed in one envelope, marked '^ Certificates." 

All accounts for ordered examinations should be forwarded at the close 
of each fiscal quarter, viz, on the last day of September, December, 
March, and June of each year, instead of at the close of each month as 
hitherto, and must be mailed in a separate envelope and marked ''Ac- . 
counts." W^ith the accounts, and in the same envelope, should be sent the 
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orders of the Commissioner of Pensions for the examination ; as without 
these orders the accounts cannot he audited or payment directed ; they are 
the only vouchers needed for the accounts. Should, however, a certifi- 
cate be found insufficient or unsatisfactory, it will be returned to the sur- 
geon, and the fee for the examination will not be allowed until a satis- 
factory certificate is furnished. 

Personal explanations or particular reports and opinions should never 
be inclosed with other mattery but mailed in an envelope marked '' Spe- 
cial." This is often very necessary, from the fact that communications 
are made by surgeons in their capacity of confidential advisers of the 
office. 

Requisitions for blanks should also be mailed separately and marked 
distinctly. 

Certificates of examination for increase should, if possible, include a 
comparison between the existing disability and that on account of which 
pension was originally granted. The reason for recommending should 
preface the recommendation; the reason for not recommending, the 
denial. 

A claimant's statement, unsupported, of increased pain is not a ground 
for increase. In cases where the surgeon regards the original rating 
as unjustly low, although no increase of disability may have occurred, 
it is proper for him to recommend the correct rating, giving his reasons 
therefor. 

Always forward a certificate of examination whether a disability is 
found to exist or not. 

BOARDS OF EXAMININa SURaEONS. 

A. The act of Congress of March 3, 1873, limits boards of examining 
surgeons to three members. They are organized at such points as will 
best meet the wants of pensioners and claimants in the administration 
of the law. 

B. A board once organized will always act as a unit. The members 
cannot make examinations of any kind, as individuals, without the 
express order of this office. 

C. It is expected that each bo^^ will convene at its office on the 
morning of the first Wednesday in each month, and remain in session 
so long as it may be necessary to examine all the claimants ordered to 
examinations at each respective session. 

D. Boards will meet and examine only on the first Wednesday in 
each mon^^, unless otherwise specially instructed. 

E. The signature of each member of a board will be required to each 
certificate. If for unavoidable cause a member be absent from a session, 
that fact should appear on the back of each certificate to which his name 
is not appended. 

F. In no case will a member of aboard be paid for an examination in 
which he did not actually participate. Two things are essential to pay- 
ment — presence and signature to the certificate. 




6th. The fee for each exiiiniaation and a satisfactory eextiflcate thei-eof I 
is, as fixedhy the act of Congress approvedJune 14, 1878, oufdoHrtr, and I 
applies Ui the members of boards as to a single surgooii. ■ 

6th, A fee of $'.i will be allowed for an examination in each case of 1 
an artificial limb furnished to an iuralid soldier or sailor, the exam: 
tion to be made at the time of the adjiistmeut of the limb ; and such \ 
examination may be made by a member of a board witLoiit the order ] 
named in parajfraph IJ of tlie preceding section. 

ACCO UNTS. 

A.— Accounts for exiiminaf ions of applicants mast be rendered in dupli- 
cate, upon Form 5, at the close of each quarter, direc^t to the Pension 
Office (in the same manner as the certificates), accompanied by the'\ 
order for the examination. If tbns forwarded, accounts will be immedi- I 
ately examined, and one approved copy retnrned to the surgeon, who 
will sigu tlie dni>licate receipts, Fprm (i, and inclose the whole to the 
pension agent designated therein for ]>ayment, 

Ho accounts will be approved nnN'ss the order of the office to the sur- 
geon accompanies it. Hames of applicants examined must be alpha- 
betically arranged. Each account will embrace all those examined 
during a quarter, and none others. 

If for "increase," add in right-hand column, opposite the uame, "For ' 
increase, certificate No. — "; if" original," give company and regiment. ' 

7th. Accounts for special examinations "will berendered npom Form 9, 
in the same manner and under the same general instructions as other 
acconnta ; care being taken to obsene and comply with the head-note 
on the blank. 

8th. Accounts for postage, made from a carefully kept memorandum, 
will be reported in the proper place in the quarterly account. (Form 5.) 



9th. The following is a list of blanks i'urnishcd for the use of examin- 
ing surgeons : 
Pamphlets of instruction. 

1. Certificate of original or primary examination of an applicant for 
a pension. 

2. For increase of pension under iill at-ts of Congress. 

3. liestoration or renewal. 

5. Alphabetical list or account for primary examinations of appli- 
cants, or for the increase of pension under any act (for single aiirffeon)^ 
on a quarter- sheet. 

5. (Medium.) Same as preceding {for a board of stinjeom only), on a 
half-shei^t. 

fl. I>nplit;ate receipts to accompany five accounts. 

y. Duplicate receipts to accomjiany five ncconnts (for boards only). 
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11. Eecord of examinations. 

12. Eequisitions for blanks. ^ 
Envelopes, addressed to Commissioner of Pensions. 

Blank certificate 4, for reporting examination of invalid dependent 
fathers, and "Accounts for special examination, with travel" (Form 
No. 9), are not issued upon requisition, but with the oider for examina- 
tion, in each case only. 

Eequisitions for blanks should be mailed in a separate envelope. 

All forms not included in the above have been rendered obsolete by 
changes in the law, &c. 

10th. When a surgeon is appointed he is supplied with such a quantity 
of all blanks as it is believed will meet all his demands for at least 
three months, and before this supply is exhausted he will make requi- 
sition for such quantity as, in his judgment, will meet the needs of the 
ensuing quarter. No surgeon should permit his supply, particularly' of 
blank certificates, to become wholly exhausted. 

11th. A supply of "Departmental'' postage-stamps or of "penalty" 
envelopes will in the future also be furnished to every newly-appointed 
surgeon, and a '''stamp accounV^ opened with him. Before this supply 
shall have been exhausted he will. make requisition for the ensuing 
quarter's supply. Upon the termination of his connection with this 
office, the "stamp account" of evei;y surgeon, must be satisfactorily 
adjusted. 

12th. Certificates must be in the handwriting of the examining sur- 
geon, duly signed, numbered, &c. ; and when erasures or interlineations 
are made, the surgeon must, upon the margin of the certificate, certify 
that he did it. 

13th. No examining surgeon can be permitted to delegate his powers or 
duties to any person. No surgeon can procure the services of a partner 
in business or a neighboring physician during a temporary absence. 
Every surgeon is a sworn agent of this office, and in no case and under 
no circumstances can or will a certificate be accepted when it appears 
to have been constructed by any person excepting a regularly-appointed 
examining surgeon, or when the surgeon was selected by the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions and authorized by him to make the examination. 

14th. When a surgeon is temporarily disqualified to make examina- 
tions he should inform this office, apd when disqualified for the con- 
struction in his own hand of certificates of examination, the Commis- 
sioner, upon application, with a statement of the facts, will permit the 
temporary employment of an amanuensis. It should be understood that 
no examination is legal unless made by a surgeon appointed or selected 
by the Commissioner, and no certificate accepted unless the examination 
has been ordered by him. 

15th. The spaces in the blank certificates for the statement of the age, 
height, Aveight, &c., of the applicant should be filled in every case; and 
that they shall supi)ly the information intended, the facts should be care- 



13 



fully aacertaineil. The relation of the weight to tLi' height can be of 
possible valne nnlees they 1)0 truthflilly stated. 

lOtli, If the space on the l)lauk certiflciite is insuffii'ient for the pnrpos 
of a " paitiealar description," the sui'geou shonlil attai^h whatever mi 
be necessary for hia coiiveuience. 

17th. Alt order tor exmniuation sboulil set forth precisely the injuries 
and (liseases, or botli, for which the applicant ohiiras, iiud the anrgeou 
should therefore look very carefully to the order, that the exauduatioii 
shall iuclnde every alleged cause of (Usability. It not at all infrequently 
«ieciii-8 tlijit a claimant musit be siibject«d to the inconvenience and ex- 
pense of re- examination, only because the examining surgeon failed to 
examine for a disaliilify phtiidy inchided in the order. 

isth. When a di.s;il)i]ity be foniul whirli was not named in the order-] 
for examination, iint wliicli the. applicant i-hiims to have been iucurr 
in service, it sliould be fully described (the surgeon expressing his opii 
ion as to its relation to or dependency upon the alleged disability) ai 
separately rated. 

19th, In HO case is a ^ mere statement of the diagnosis sutBcien t. 
physica l and rati onal sians ijhyfild ^\ yi'^b pg .a^' ^^; , and trreat care 
be taken not to certify the claimant's statenientM (the purely mibjecliv^ 
symptoms) as if they were the obaer^'ations of the surgeon. 

20tli. When no objective facts or n^mptoms can be fimud in support of 
the allegation, but the surgeon nevertheless believes that a disability 
does exists he should make a rating, but certify' that it is based up( 
the claimant's statement. 

2l8t. When two or more causes of disability are allegeil as shown 
the order, as, for iustauec, two or more wounds, or the coexistence 
a hernia with varicose veins, or disease of lungs with chronic diarrhea, 
meh must be described and (separately) ratt'd. It is suggested that, in 
such case, the di.'tabilitJes be taken in the order in wliich they are niitned 
in the order of examination ; that the existence and degree of disability 
be determined for each, and that they be described and rated in the 
certificate in the same order. 

22d. When a claim for increased pension be made, it must be (( 
ing in those rare cases affected by change of law) for one of two reasoni 
either the claimant believes that there is actually hicreased disability 
or that the existing rating is unjustly low, and therefore the one or the 
other of these (jnestions is preseuted to the surgeon In every increase 
application. The surgeon should, consequently, first ask the applicant 
upon which of these two grouiuls lie applies, aud then confine the exam- 
ination to the ground claimed, and i\lien increased disability be found, 
the J acts in irhich it comintJi shoultl lie lull\ set forth in the certificate. 
If it be claimed that the existing rating is unjustly low, and increi 
be recommended, the reasons for the increased rating must be ma< 
perfectly clear, for the degree of disability in any case is very greatl; 
a "matter of opiuion," about wliich the suigeons may \ery well differ^ 
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and a mere difference of opinion between two or more surgeons is not 
regarded as good reason for disturbing an existing rating. 

23d. That a surgeon shall be able to duplicate a certificate lost in 
transmission to this office in the mails, or mislaid, a blank "record of 
examinations" is supplied to all the surgeons who make any consider- 
able number of examinations. It is obvious that unless every certificate 
is recorded, and so recorded as that an exact duplicate could be furnished, 
the whole purpose of a "record" is lost. It is expected, therefore, that 
the record be properly and scrupulously kept, otherwise it will often 
prove necessary to subject a claimant to the inconvenience, expense, and 
vexation of a second examination. When a "record" is filled, it should 
be, in good time, forwarded to this office by mail,, and a requisition for a 
new one made. The "record" is public property, but it must under no 
circumstances be so kept as to be open to inspection by persons visiting 
the surgeon's office. 

24:th. An examining surgeon is an agent for this office, and in no case 
is permitted to place himself, or permit himself to be placed, in the atti- 
tude of an attorney for claimants. He should, therefore, never aid or 
advise claimants or prepare their papers for x)resentation to this office. 
When his opinion or advice is sought, he should refer the applicant to 
the Commissioner, who will always answer every proper question or give 
any needed instruction. 

25th. As an agent for this office, it is the duty of every surgeon to 
report to the Commissioner any violation of the pension laws, or any 
attemi)t at a fraud, that shall come to his knowledge. He must, how- 
ever, be very careful to accompany such a report with a statement of 
all the facts, the names of persons, &c., and not to act excepting upon 
a strong conviction that the report is susceptible of proof. 

2Gth. Orders for examination should be carefully filed and promptly 
returned to this office at the expiration of the time named in each, un- 
less the claimantshall have appeared for examination, with the indorse- 
ment, " Failed to appear," &c. The/observance of this is insisted upon, 
as its observance will save to the surgeon and this office a great deal of 
uncertainty, vexation, and clerical labor. 

27th. When a disability is claimed as a sequel of some other disability 
(as disease of lungs to chronic diarrhea, or paralysis to a sunstroke) the 
surgeon should exercise extreme ci^re to determine that the claim is a 
just one, and should certify the date of origin of the sequel as given by 
the claimant. 

28th. Certificates of examination should be prepared and forwarded 
immediately after the examination. Many claimants have suffered gross 
injustice because of the neglect of this rule; for, to examine an applicant 
and withhold the certificate indefinitely, is, in every instance, to subject 
him to anxiety, and in many cases to re-examination. Further than that, 
to delay the preparation of the certificate is to depreciate its value. The 
facts in the case escape the recollection of the surgeon, and though he 
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may ia the end prepare aud forward a certificate, the chance that it 
fairly represents the condition of the claimant decreases in proportion to 
tlie delay. Failure to promptly construct and forward certificates is, 
therefore, a juat reason for the diamiaaal of the oftending surgeon, am 
the Commissioner will, in every case, enforce the rule. 

29th. A certificate, whether an original or a duplicate, furnished 
the request of the office, should always bear the date of the actual e; 
amiuation, and not the date of its construction, 

30th. The basis of the first grade is a disability which requires tin 
"regular presence, aid, and attendance of another person;" that of thi 
second grade, disability for " the performance of any manual labor; " am 
that of the third grade, a disability which is "equivalent to the loss 
a hand or foot," and when either of the grades ia recommended, the fa 
that the claimant is disabled in the degree rt^quired to entitle to thi 
rating, should be ttateil, and not left as a matter to l>e inferred froi 
the description and rating. 

Slat. It being important that certificates lie permanently legibl 
none but good durable black ink should be used in their construction. 

32d. Change of residence vacates a surgeon's appointment, Whei 
surgeon proposes to leave home for any considerable time, lie shonlil 
not neglect to inform this office, that claimants shall not be ordered, 
only to incur disappointment. 

33d. When change of residence is made so hurriedly that this Otfii 
cannot be notified, all books, blanks, &c., should be placed in tbe handt 
of the postmaster of the place for safe-keeping, and in every 
should be so inclosed as that access to the "record" of examination! 
cannot be had. 

;Hth. No matter of any kind sliould be sent to the Coniniissioner by 
*' Express." The mails aie the only proper channel of commuuieation, 
When it is desired to forward a filled " Record" or other package re. 
quiring a large number of stamps, the surgeon should learn the exact 
amount that will be required, which aniountof " Departmental " stamps 
will be forwarded to him upon his requisition stating for what purpose 
they are required. 

35th. The " Departmental " stamps must not be used upon any mat*^ 
ter except du'cctcd to the Commissioner. Correspondence with the pen- 
sion agents about accounts, &g., must be at the surgeon's own oxpeuse> 

3Cth. Great care should be taken to see that every certificate is eleri--; 
cally coiTect ; that all the spaces upon the back, as well as the facfif 
are properly aud correctly filled before it is mailed. 

3Tth. Attention is invited to the outlines of the human skeleton and 
figure upon the ba*'k of the blank c^vtlfleates. Tt is obvious that they 
may be made very useful in iudicatiag the precise jKiints of the eiitranoe 
aud exit of a missile, &c., and it is hoped that, whenever their use would-; 
aid to a clearer understandinf,' of the particular description, they wilL 
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ne.t ■;- v-^v'.'^ii-i-i'.. '■'■ -.11^ 'lift r.'mri'^Tarar-' -if a I'iatniaTir wonitt :iat im | 

.'irt'"h. T!i'' f^i- ?..p an ■■ ■>xAm;niiri<vn »rni ^ **r;.tii»i*i»r7 ''.er±iaice cbcfc- | 
Af' .* s,-*-j; ->- *i^.r of (.■rf-,;p6w. Adii .■* not at riM»r'[i:*!TCCi»Q oif di^- C« 
mj-*i(i.r..^. T:.»^ .'^f-i; that a A*.^ ■> S^kiJ. »nii :!:» p*yasi«it pcimiie»[ Avy I 

tATTp^Tn*; ffivi-.i^rr.triArif.n. An-l rhentcViT'* no -taczeon t* pemiiwrf «•*« 
aov-ftlf'','.'f.<r*niv-^wpr«rftxr ma^t<*pt anjfeft, oc pair f-w, frwn » eLsin- 
ant. Any '-kfJAficrri of th::^ ml*; -rill <nSj<j« the orttrOftiiL: 4iix^«*)d to I 

■1S!Hh. ^min* fttr ^;t;imi nation ^r^i i.<4n^l ia 'laptieace — a i^ipy to the I 
f.ls*im^fit.!tfxifrti*:t/tr.itf.mrsif^iu, Jf thut tothe wirgtoo belflst in t 
nti^MfOTi. »ri'l Hif.i^lnianuiT.jin^mutiiiin-^lt^ith hLtt>r<l«f. Cl 
nhf/nl/l ►><! rn»/l<; nutl thf tnrswjri iihonl'l writfc the •>ffi#*. a«kiii£ that a I 
tlnfil'it-jtti: )i^. i4-4iif>t r/f binri, »ml in <Ioin^ i40 he ithooM not Eiil to sire f 
tlf, riiim>f<-r or rli^ ':;i.vr. »4 'a'^II ii^. tite name of the (.-launaat ami his 

■Wwh, .Vo^iirgwift Hhoiil'l, nriilerany pretext, <i>rTes|»oo*l with an attor- 
ney alKiiir, U)f- f.AM-* of Ifi'i^ whom be bait examined, or fnnush any in- 
fhrnmliiifi Itiw.iiiua tb*-rii. I 

ll-tl. Tin- Ifiw «ot |trov»ltii<; for dUalvilitie^ '-«iaivalent" to the loss 
of » Jf'K »• "r aljove the knee, or of an arm at or abore the elbaw, do 
Kiieb lAliiix tlioiild \tt: ma<l'-, 

4':iiii\, In e^^rtityini; tire lo.-t-i of the phalanff&i of the fiagem or toes, 
Mie wor'lx "proximal" ami "rli:<tiil''HlKjril«i be Uf*e<l instead of^i-»f and 
l»Mt, HH the (in*- of the latler often leatU to eonfus*i«D. 
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